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MISSOURI BROADBAND EQUITY, ACCESS, AND DEPLOYMENT 

PROGRAM APPLICATION – GUIDE TO APPLY 
 

Introduction 
 

The Office of Broadband Development (OBD) is allowing applicants to submit 

applications on a Project level basis rather than by individual Application Areas. All 

Application Areas within a given county that share the same Project level information 

such as Project Work Plan, Affordability, Labor/Workforce, Technology, and Timeline, 

can be submitted as one application. The mechanisms for applying are laid out below. 

Each applicant should apply for any number of projects they want to within a particular 

county (does not have to be all Application Areas in a county).   

 

Any single applicant or group of applicants that are related companies may not apply 

for more than $300 million in funding in Round 1. Applicants will be responsible for 

tracking the cumulative requests submitted through OBD’s grants portal. OBD will 

accept the first application submitted chronologically and every subsequent 

application until an application brings the cumulative total to more than $300 million; 

the application that brings the cumulative total above $300 million and all subsequent 

applications will not be accepted by OBD.  OBD will decide whether there will be a 

cumulative cap for Round 2 at a later time.   

 

Applicants can submit as many applications as they’d like that adhere to the 

requirements of the Program but can’t apply for the same Application Area more than 

once in the same Round or Subround.  

 

The application is largely two pieces: 

• Questions relating to the Project level (about 95%) 

• Questions relating to the Application Area level (about 5%) 

 

OBD understands that for some questions (ex. Project Budget submission) will require 

best estimates from applicants due to the lack of guarantee they will be awarded all 

Application Areas they envision being part of their Project.  

 

There will be a reconciliation period following award announcements but prior to 

execution of the subgrant agreement where the awarded applicant will be required to 

provide a detailed, finalized breakdown of the Project budget and other details which 

were answered as best estimates in the application. OBD will evaluate these materials 

to determine their reasonableness and to ensure adequate parity to the scoreable 

sections of the original application prior to entering into a subgrant agreement.  

 

For each Round and Subround of BEAD Scoring Applications, there will be a chance to 

submit the Pre-Qualification Application unless an applicant already submitted it in the 
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previous Round. The BEAD Scoring Application can be started and filled out as long as 

the applicant started the Pre-Qualification Application but in order to submit the BEAD 

Scoring Application, the Pre-Qualification Application must be submitted to OBD 15 

days prior to the close of a BEAD Scoring Round or Subround, in order to address any 

potential curing, and be approved by OBD.  

 

Application Walkthrough 
 

Applicants can access the application from the Missouri Department of Economic 

Development Grant Portal. 

 

 
 

Once in the portal, mitigate to the “Apply Now” tab and select “More Information”.  

 

As long as an applicant has started their Pre-Qualification Application, the system will 

allow an applicant to select “Apply Now”.  

 

 
 

 

 

https://moded.my.site.com/s/login/
https://moded.my.site.com/s/login/
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Applicants can keep track of their applications they’ve started under the “My 

Applications” tab.  

 

 
 

 
 

There are seven sections plus an Application Area Level section to be filled out for each 

Application Area selected in an application.  

 

 There are two save buttons: Save & Next vs Save For Later.  

 

 
 

The “Save & Next” button only saves a section if all required fields (marked by an 

asterisk *) are completed. The “Save For Later” button saves all progress for a section 

even if not all required fields are completed. Applicants are advised to click the Save 

For Later button when moving to a new section to save their progress for the section 

they were just working on. 

 

There are many questions prompting applicants to upload documents to satisfy 

requirements of the Program. Once files are uploaded to fields and a section is fully 

completed by an applicant (the section “goes green”), those files cannot be deleted.  
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The application software is not able to export files that were submitted by an applicant 

nor a .pdf of the application after submission. Applicants can however continue to 

access the application in its submitted state after submission.  

 

[Note, this guide shows preselected inputs for branching questions in order to trigger the 

branching options available. They are not prescriptive of how certain questions should 

be answered.] 
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Section I – Application Information 
 

 
 

The input for “Title” should be the name of the county the applicant is applying for 

Application Areas within. The applicant name should be the same as what the 

applicant listed on its Pre-Qualification application (as the same entity name that will 

appear on the subgrant agreement) and Account they registered as.  

 

 
 

A title for the application will populate under the “My Applications” tab. The naming 

convention follows: Application # - Account Name - Round/Subround # - County Input. 

 

 
 

If submitting multiple applications within a county, denote this by adding a “-##” at the 

end of the county name. For the example above, if an applicant was going to submit 

three applications in Laclede County, the “Title” for the first Laclede application should 

be “Laclede-01” then the next “Laclede-02” and so on. 
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Applicants should select all technologies that will be provided on a Project level basis, 

not individual Application Areas.  
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Applicants can select as many Application Areas they’d like to apply for within a 

particular county. Only Application Areas relating to the county input for “Title” should 

be selected. The example below uses Pike County.  

 

 
 

 
 



11 
11/15/2024 Version 1.0 

Application areas that were mistakenly chosen can be deleted by clicking the 

checkbox and selecting “Delete Selected Project Area’s”.  

 

 
 

Applicants should select “Complete Project Area Details” to fill out questions for each 

Application Area selected at the Application Area Level.  

 

 
 

Section I, Question 4 is an optional question that allows an applicant to upload 

locations for any of the Application Areas selected that they believe are not 

broadband serviceable. OBD will review submitted locations and make determinations 

on the validity of the locations submitted. 
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SECTION – Application Area Level 
 

 For each Application Area an applicant selects within a county, they will need to 

respond to eight questions that will be used for scoring purposes. These are the only 

questions on the application that applicants will respond to on an Application Area 

basis. The rest of the questions that are not contained in the Application Area Level 

should be answered on a Project level basis.  

 

* Planned percentage of fiber? 

 

* Planned percentage of non-fiber technology? 

 

* Will the project require investments that mitigate the effects of natural hazards? 

 

This question will only populate for Application Areas that contain Special Flood Hazard 

Areas (SFHA).  

 

>Option: Yes 

 

* What amount of grant funds will be used to fund investments that mitigate the 

effects of natural hazards? 

 

Note: To accommodate investments that mitigate the effects of natural hazards, 

the costs (capped at 5% of an application area’s Maximum BEAD Outlay) of 

identified mitigation measures in areas subject to an initial hazard screening will 

not count toward the percent of maximum outlay requested. 

 

>Option: No 

 

* Upload any letters of support for the project signed by a local government. 

Accepted Formats: .pdf 

Upload Files Or Drop files 

 

* Project End Date 

Select a date for Project End Date 

Format: Dec 31, 2024 

 

This date should correspond to the completion of all construction for the Application 

Area.  

 

* Input requested Grant Amount: 

 

* Input requested Non-Local Match Amount: 

 

* Input requested Local Match Amount: 
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SECTION II – Project Specific Uploads 
 

* 1.) Does the applicant require debt financing? Note: If debt financing will be obtained, 

subrecipients will be required to submit letters of commitment to demonstrate the 

willingness of the financial institution to provide the funding required to complete the 

project. 

 

>Option: Yes 

 

1.1.) Upload letters of commitment for debt financing from financial institutions. 

 

*  Upload letters of commitment for debt financing here: 

Accepted Formats: .pdf, .doc, .docx, .jpg, .xlsx 

Upload Files Or Drop files 

 

>Option: No  

 

* 2.) Estimated miles of aerial fiber? 

 

* 3.) Estimated miles of buried fiber? 

 

* 4.) Estimated number of employment opportunities (full-time equivalent) created by 

the project? 

 

*  5.) Upload pro forma analyses demonstrating sustainability of the project. 

Accepted Formats: .pdf, .xlsx 

Upload Files Or Drop files 

 

Note: Submit business plans and related analyses that substantiate the sustainability of 

the proposed project. This can be in the form of pro forma statements or analyses, 

inclusive of cash flow and balance sheet projections, and should include at least three 

years of operating cost and cash flow projections post-project completion. Plans should 

also include risk mitigation strategies as well as predictions of user subscriptions over 

three years after project completion, Average Revenue Per User (ARPU), and 

assumptions on subscriber take rates. 

 

* 6.) Upload project budget. 

Accepted Formats: .pdf, .xlsx 

Upload Files Or Drop files 

 

Note: This should encompass all specific costs related to the project including labor, 

materials, permits, etc. for each cost category. 

 

* 7.) Upload the Project Work Plan for this project. 

Accepted Formats: .pdf 

Upload Files Or Drop files 

 

The Project Work Plan must include the following: 

• A network design and diagram; 

• Detailed project costs; 

• Build-out timeline and milestones for project implementation; and 
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• A capital investment schedule evidencing complete build-out and the initiation 

of service within four years of the date on which the entity receives the subgrant. 

• A description of the technology used, including the mixture of technology, the 

speeds and latency the technology or technologies, is capable of delivering, the 

useful life of the assets, and improvements to service that will be possible over 

the course of the life of the project without additional public funds. 

 

[For the purposes of the application submission period, applicants are not required to 

have an engineer certify the Project Work Plan. However, awarded applicants will be 

required to provide a finalized Project Work Plan that is certified by a Professional 

Engineer (PE) stating that the proposed network can deliver broadband service that 

meets the requisite performance requirements to all locations served by the project.] 

 

* 8.) Will the applicant seek a waiver to charge more than $30 but no more than $70 for 

a low-cost service option? 

 

>Option: Yes 

>Option: No 

 

* 9.) Will the Project utilize in-kind match? 

 

Valuation of any in-kind benefit classified as matching funds on the application may be 

subject to adjustment or denial by DED. 

 

>Option: Yes 

 

* 9.1.) Provide a narrative of the source of the in-kind match and it will be used 

for the project. 

 

* 9.2.) Upload detailed documentation justifying the valuation of the in-kind 

match 

Accepted Formats: .pdf, .xlsx 

Upload Files Or Drop files 

 

>Option: No 

 

* 10.) If you are requesting hazard funds for an application area that contains a Special 

Flood Hazard Area (SFHA), how will the applicant avoid and/or mitigate weather and 

climate risks? 

 

Note: Applicants in Special Flood Hazard Areas (SFHA) will be required demonstrate 

that sufficient thought has been put into how their project will avoid and/or mitigate 

weather and climate risks including, but not limited to: 

· Choice of a technology platform suitable to the climate risks of the region, 

reliance on alternative siting of facilities (e.g. underground construction where 

appropriate, or location of climate-); 

· Retrofitting or hardening of existing assets that are critical to BEAD-funded 

projects; 

· Additional onsite and in-home power resources; 

· Use of established plans and processes to deal with extreme weather-related 

risks; 

· The speed of restoration of service in the case of an outage; 

· Use of network and facility redundancies to safeguard against threats to 

infrastructure. 
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* 11.) Upload the signed BEAD Scoring Application Certification Form. 

Accepted Formats: .pdf 

Upload Files Or Drop files 
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SECTION III – Affordability 
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SECTION IV – Fair Labor Practices and Highly Skilled Workforce 
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SECTION V – Equitable Workforce Development and Job Quality 
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SECTION VI – Missouri Economic Development 
 

 

 
 

[Note, the fields in Section VI will be marked optional when the application goes live.] 
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SECTION VII – Waiver Requests 
 

 
 

When all required fields of the application have been completed, all sections will “turn 

green” and the system will recognize them as complete.  

 

 
 

As long as the applicant’s Pre-Qualification Application has been approved by OBD 

and the submission date is not past the deadline, a “Submit” button will appear at the 
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bottom of the screen. Once the application is submitted, OBD will begin its review of 

the application.  

 

### 

 

For technical assistance regarding the application, our team can be reached at 

broadbandgrants@ded.mo.gov or 573-751-4962. 

 

 

 

mailto:broadbandgrants@ded.mo.gov

