2011 Governor’s Conference on Economic Development
September 21-23, 2011
University Plaza Hotel & Convention Center, Springfield, MO

Pre-Conference Sessions


Wednesday, September 21, 2011
Pre-Conference Sessions:

Time:			1:00 pm – 4:30 pm
Room:			John Q’s
Title:  	Driving Decisions with Labor Market Information
· LMI Fundamentals presentation
· LMI for Job Seekers presentation
· LMI for Workforce Planning presentation

Speaker:	Lindsey Peters, Research Analyst III, MERIC, Missouri Department of Economic Development; and Meredith Hill, Economic Research Analyst, MERIC, Missouri Department of Economic Development
Description:  		 Learn the basic concepts and data of labor market information (LMI) to help you better understand your local economy.  After an introductory session, two breakout classes will target different LMI users.  One class will cover tools for long-range workforce and economic development planning while another targets LMI tools useful in assisting job seekers.

Time:			1:00 pm – 2:30 pm
Room:			Kansas A&B
Title:  			AmeriCorps 
Speaker:	 TBD
Description:  		The largest of AmeriCorps programs, AmeriCorps State and National provides funding to local and national organizations and agencies committed to using national service to address critical community needs in education, public safety, health and the environment.  Each of these organizations and agencies, in turn, uses their AmeriCorps funding to recruit, place, and supervise AmeriCorps members.  After successful completion of their term of service, AmeriCorps members earn a Segal AmeriCorps Education Award that can be used to pay for college or graduate school at Title IV schools, or to repay qualified student loans. Fulltime AmeriCorps members also receive a modest living allowance, health care benefits, and child care assistance.  In this workshop, attendees will learn about the overall AmeriCorps concept and how to apply for an AmeriCorps grant.   “Your World. Your Chance to Make It Better.”   www.americorps.gov


Time:			1:00 pm – 2:30 pm
Room:			Kansas C
Title:			The Missouri Sunshine Law “I know what it says, but what does it mean.”
			(Sunshine Law booklets may be ordered online at www.ago.mo.gov.)

Speaker:	Tom Durkin, Public Education Director, Missouri Attorney General’s Office
Description:		The Missouri Sunshine Law can be complicated and nuanced.  It comes much closer to art than science … and art is interpretable.  Tom Durkin will help you seek a best practices approach to interpreting the law as well as complying with the law.  Topics covered in the presentation will include: 

What is a public meeting?
What is a public record?
Liberal construction of the law; 
Procedures and limitations for closing meetings and records;
Appointing a custodian of records; and
Fees for copying public records.    


Time:			1:00 pm – 4:30 pm
Room:			Colorado B
Title:  	Navigating State CDBG Environmental Review on Economic Development Projects
Speaker:	Andy Papen, CDBG Program Manager, Missouri Department of Economic Development; and Jo Ann Dent, CDBG Environmental Review Specialist, Missouri Department of Economic Development
Description:  		State CDBG staff will conduct a training session covering the use of CDBG funding for economic development projects, with a specific focus on how grantees can navigate and complete the HUD/CDBG Environmental Review process in a timely manner.  The Environmental Review process can be challenging for economic development projects, as the timelines of private sector business and public entities are often on a fast track, sometimes making it difficult to complete the environmental review process in the time available.  We will discuss CDBG environmental review as it pertains to economic development activities (both public improvements and private sector development activities), focusing on the required levels of review and the approximate timing of each.  If time permits, we will discuss other aspects of economic development and CDBG, including job creation documentation and the applicability of other CDBG compliance requirements (e.g., prevailing wage, acquisition, contract management, etc.) to various economic development activities.

This training opportunity is targeted to local economic development professionals and all those who work with private industry and local governments on economic development projects.




Time:			3:00 pm – 4:30 pm
Room:			Kansas A&B
Title:  			Special Needs Housing
Speaker:	Heather Bradley-Geary, Community Initiatives Manager, Missouri Housing Development Commission
Description:  		 The Special Needs Housing pre-conference session will provide housing developers and housing providers the opportunity to learn the necessary funding sources to develop special needs housing. In addition, this session will provide a forum for developers and providers to network.

Time:			3:00 pm – 4:30 pm
Room:			Kansas C
Title:  			MO Certified Sites Program – the How and Why
Speaker:	Hal Van Slyck, Incentive Specialist, Missouri Department of Economic Development
Description:  		This session will discuss the Missouri Certified Sites program and how to have a site certified under the program.  This panel discussion will discuss the application process, the community process and results and advantages of having a certified site in your community. 
  
