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MISSOURI COMMUNITY NEWS 

Exploring Innovation: A Conference on Community Development   
Through innovation and leadership, you and your 
organization can play a role in creating opportunities in 
your community despite the difficult economy. "Exploring 

Innovation: A Conference on Community Development" is a unique opportunity for 
anyone interested in community development to create and implement solutions that 
deliver real results. The information shared at the conference will help organizations 
and communities survive - and thrive - during these challenging economic 
times. Read more... 
 
Missouri Partnership Rolls Out Marketing Plan, Offers Cooperative Marketing 
Opportunities  
Despite today's challenging economic conditions, the 
Missouri Partnership's 2009 Marketing and Sales Plan is 
an aggressive marketing effort that will promote Missouri 
- across multiple channels - for new business 
investment. The 2009 Marketing and Sales Plan is strongly based on a cooperative 
approach to marketing, including cooperative advertising campaigns, trade show 
exhibitions, and consultant outreach events. 
 

FOCUS ON MISSOURI 

Department’s “Chasing Cheetahs” Report Lauds Missouri’s Fastest-growing 
Small Businesses  

If creating new jobs and bolstering small business are 
crucial to repairing Missouri’s struggling economy, of 
equal importance is learning from those businesses that 
are currently succeeding despite adverse conditions. 
According to a new report just released by the Missouri 

Department of Economic Development (DED), more than 6,200 businesses across 
the state aren’t just succeeding, they are thriving. Read more... 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS

February 18, 2009 - 
Session 2 - The “Nuts and 
Bolts” of Getting Started 
"The Basics of 
International Trade" 
Seminar Series 
March 18, 2009 - Session 3 
April 8, 2009 - Session 4 
 
February 18, 2009 
Missouri Chamber Day at 
the Capitol 
 
February 23 - 25, 2009 
IEDC's Economic 
Development Credit 
Analysis Course 
Baltimore, MD 
 
February 25, 2009 
Winning Government 
Grants for Innovative 
Research 
Jordan Valley Innovation 
Center, Springfield 
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Missouri Women’s Council, Rock Bridge Girl's Basketball Team Partner to 
Raise Funds for, Awareness of Breast Cancer  
At first glance it might seem like a rather odd partnership – a state 
agency and a high school girl's basketball team. Upon closer 
examination, it really isn’t that strange at all. Both the Missouri Women’s 
Council, which is housed within the Missouri Department of  
Economic Development, and the girls basketball team from Columbia’s 
Rock Bridge High, are dedicated to increasing awareness of the 
importance of early breast cancer detection. Read more...  
 
Missouri Women’s Council to Meet 

The Missouri Women’s Council will meet at 10 a.m. on March 4, in 
Room 680 of the Harry S Truman Office Building, Jefferson City. 
The council works closely with other agencies and community 
based organizations to promote the well being of women in 
Missouri. Read more... 
 

Valentine's Day Spending Forecast   
A slowing economy won't stop Cupid, according to the National 
Retail Federation's Valentine's Day Consumer Intentions and 
Actions Survey conducted by BIGresearch. Retail sales for 
Valentine's Day expect to total $14.7 billion in the United States. 
Consumers are planning to spend an average of $102.50 
nationally, while Midwest consumers plan to spend $92.75, down 
slightly from last year. Read more... 

 
C2ER Training Programs for 2009 
The Council for Community and Economic Research (C2ER) 
offers innovative training programs designed for researchers, 
analysts, and policy makers involved in economic, workforce, 
and community development. Programs available for 2009 
include an Introduction to Community Economic Data; 
Entrepreneurial Growth Clusters; and Regional Analysis Tools and 
Techniques. Read more... 
 

March 4, 2009 
Missouri Women''s 
Council Board Meeting 
 
March 4, 2009 
Economic Update 
Luncheon 
 
March 10, 2009 
GLOBE XVII Program 
(2nd of 9-month program 
that meets monthly on the 
second TUESDAY of each 
month, except April) 
 
March 17, 2009 
"The Intersection of 
Animal and Human Health 
Opportunities for 
Collaboration Between 
Canada and the Kansas 
City Region" 
 
March 31 - April 2, 2009 
2009 Heartland Conference 
"Preparing the Workforce 
for the Changing Midwest 
Economy" 
 
April 2, 2009 
Save the date! 
Utility & Energy 
Conference 
Columbia 
 
April 19 - 22, 2009 
International Conference 
on Business Incubation - 
"Building on Best 
Practices" 
 
April 19 - 23, 2009 
Heartland Economic 
Development Course 
Adams Pointe Conference 
Center - Blue Springs, 
Missouri 
 
April 21 - 22, 2009 
Complying with U.S. 
Export Controls 
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DED Grants Emergency 
CDBG to Phelps County 
to Buyout Flood-
damaged Properties 
The Missouri Department 
of Economic Development 
(DED) has announced that 
Phelps County has been 
approved for a $34,234 
emergency Community 
Development Block Grant 
(CDBG). The grant will be 
utilized to match FEMA 
funding that will assist with 
the acquisition of two flood-
damaged properties. 
Read more... 
 
DED Grants NAP Tax 
Credits to Hannibal Not-
for-profit Organization 
The Missouri Department 
of Economic Development 
(DED) has announced 
approval of $250,000 in 
tax credits under the 
Neighborhood Assistance 
Program (NAP) for the 
Blue Ryno Foundation, 
Hannibal. The tax credits 
will be utilized to acquire 
and renovate the MCM 
Bank Building in downtown 
Hannibal. Read more... 
 
Missouri AmeriCorps 
Volunteers Assist, 
Provide Support in Wake 
of Ice Storm in 
Southeast Missouri 
A Canadian cold front 
pushed across Missouri in 
late January, mixing with 
Gulf moisture to create 
hazardous weather 
conditions across the 
Show-Me State. In its 
wake, the weather system 
left frigid temperatures, 
snow and ice that resulted 
in treacherous roads, 
downed power lines and 
numerous power outages. 
Most heavily affected was 

Union Leader Touts 
Workforce Partnership 
Director of the Dislocated 
Worker Program for 
the Missouri AFL-CIO, 
Cheryl Thruston, recently 
commented about the 
partnership with the 
workforce system to serve 
laid off workers: “I think we 
have a wonderful working 
relationship with DWD and 
the Rapid Response team. 
When we have Transition 
Team Training for union 
employers experiencing 
layoffs, we work hand-in-
glove together to serve the 
laid off workers in the state 
of Missouri.” Thruston, 
who is also a member of 
the Missouri Workforce 
Investment Board, went 
on to say, “It has been 
such a hard year for 
workers, and it is pretty 
disheartening, but we want 
to get the word out that the 
Career Centers and the 
AFL-CIO are here to serve 
and do what we can to 
help the people of 
Missouri.” 
 
Career Center Workshop 
Gives Job Seekers Edge 
A recent Columbia 
Tribune article reports on 
a popular three-day 
workshop provided by the 
Columbia Career Center 
that teaches job seekers 
how to upgrade their skills 
on the crucial aspects of 
landing a job: job 
searching, résumé writing 
and interviewing. The 
number of attendees at 
the workshops has grown 
as the job market 
becomes more competitive 
and an increasing number 
of applicants for job 
openings are degreed 

Next Generation 
Manufacturing Study – 
Participate Online 
The Web site for online 
participation Missouri 
Enterprise’s Next 
Generation Manufacturing 
Study is now live. By 
participating in this study 
by March 15, you can learn 
how your company rates 
and if your future as a 
“Next Generation 
Manufacturer” is 
secure. Study participants 
will receive a 
comprehensive Next 
Generation Performance 
Report. These reports will 
be invaluable in helping 
companies manage their 
operations for future 
success. There is no 
charge to participate in the 
confidential on-line study. 
Simply visit Next 
Generation 
Manufacturing Study... 
 
MU Incubator Opens, 
First Tenant Announced 
The University of Missouri 
Life Science Business 
Incubator at Monsanto 
Place opened Jan. 5. The 
33,000-square-foot facility 
has spaces for faculty 
startups and outside 
companies. Equinosis has 
signed on to be one of the 
first tenants at the new 
facility. Equinosis 
manufactures the 
Lameness Locator, a 
product that uses sensors 
and computer software to 
test horses for 
lameness. Read more... 
 

April 22 - 24, 2009 
Exploring Innovation: A 
Conference on 
Community Development 
 
April 23, 2009 
How To Develop an 
Export Management and 
Compliance Program 
 
April 30 - May 1, 2009 
Entrepreneurial and Small 
Business Strategies 
 

PAST ISSUES

Missouri Focus 
February 6, 2009 
 
Missouri Focus 
January 30, 2009 
 
Missouri Focus 
January 23, 2009 
 
Missouri Focus 
January 16, 2009 
 

DED PRESS RELEASES

QUICK LINKS

Dept. of Economic 
Development (DED)

State of Missouri

Missouri Business Portal 

Missouri Women's Council

Missouri Women Owned 
Business Network 

 
Missouri LocationOne

MissouriCareerSource.
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the southeast portion of 
the state. Read more... 
 
Department of Economic 
Development Grants 
Enhanced Enterprise 
Zone Designation to 
Brookfield, Surrounding 
Area 
The Missouri Department 
of Economic Development 
(DED) has announced that 
it has approved Enhanced 
Enterprise Zone (EEZ) 
designation for Brookfield 
and a part of Linn County. 
This designation will allow 
Brookfield and Linn County 
officials to continue to 
move forward with 
economic development 
efforts. Read more... 
 

professionals, even for 
lower-paying jobs. 
 
Midwest Conference to 
Highlight Economic 
Recovery Strategies 
The 2009 Heartland 
Conference, "Preparing 
the Workforce for the 
Changing Midwest 
Economy," will be held 
March 31-April 2 at the 
Hyatt Regency Crown 
Center in Kansas City. 
Governor Jay Nixon has 
been invited to speak and 
sessions will include 
presentations from 
Missouri’s workforce 
system. The conference is 
sponsored by the U.S. 
Department of Labor, 
Employment & Training 
Administration 
(USDOL/ETA) Region 5. 
 

Dana Employees Return 
to Work after Shutdown 
Auto parts manufacturer, 
Dana Corp., resumed 
operations last month with 
80 percent of its work force 
returning to their jobs. The 
Columbia plant makes 
axles for Ford, General 
Motors and Nissan 
vehicles. Read more... 
 
Malt-O-Meal Coming to 
Kansas City   
Minneapolis-based Malt-O-
Meal Co. has announced 
plans to open a new 
distribution center for its 
dry cereals in Kansas City. 
The company will begin 
operations in March and 
plans to employ 25 
workers. Read more... 
 
USA 800 Announces 
Expansion in Raytown 
USA 800 Inc. will expand 
its Raytown headquarters 
building and add 150 agent 
work stations. The $1.3 
million project includes a 
state-of-the-art centralized 
command center to route 
call traffic between the 
company’s three centers in 
Raytown, St. Joseph and 
Halstead, Kansas. 
Read more... 
 
Boehringer Ingelheim 
Vetmedica to Expand in 
St. Joseph 
Animal health company, 
Boehringer Ingelheim 
Vetmedica, announced last 
week its plans to expand 
the company’s St. Joseph 
operations. The $150 
million project will create 
more than 120 jobs over 
the next five years. 
Read more... 
 

com

MERIC

Division of Tourism

Missouri Development 
Finance Board

Missouri Community 
Betterment 

Missouri Community 
Service Commission 

(MCSC)

Missouri Main Street 
Connection

Missouri Arts Council 
 

Economic Development at 
Mizzou 

 
Missouri Procurement and 

Technical Assistance 
Centers (MO PTAC)

Missouri Small Business 
Development Centers 

(SBDC) 

Missouri Small Business 
& Technology 

Development Centers 
(SBTDC) 

(Schedule of training 
seminars at MSU...)

Missouri Economic 
Development Council 

(MEDC)

International Economic  
Development Council 

(IEDC)

 Associated Industries of 
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International Seminar Series: "The 'Nuts and Bolts' of Getting Started" 
On February 18, "The 'Nuts and Bolts' of Getting Started" will 
provide an overview of the basic details involved in making an 
international transaction. Topics covered will include export 
control and compliance, export documentation and accurately 
classifying your product. Expert business advisors will teach you 
about the logistics of international shipping and offer tips for 
locating an international distributor. Read more... 

 
Economic Update Luncheon 
The International Trade Council of Greater Kansas City is 
hosting an Economic Update Luncheon, March 4, at the 
Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City. You are invited to hear 
about the overall economy and how it affects local 
businesses, and take a tour of the state-of-the-art Federal 
Reserve Bank building. Keynote speaker will be Craig Hakkio, Special Advisor on 
Economic Policy, Research Department, Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City. 
Registration deadline is noon on Tuesday, Feb. 24. Read more... 
 
Export-Import Bank Offers “Solutions to Your Liquidity Challenges”   

Read the Export-Import (Ex-Im) Bank’s winter newsletter to find 
“Solutions to Your Liquidity Challenges,” as well as some changes the 
Ex-Im has made that should help grow your company’s international 
sales. Read more... 
 

U.S. Commerce Department Magazine To Help Midwest Companies Promote 
Their Products Worldwide 
A new promotional effort supported by the U.S. 
Commerce Department will help U.S companies 
reach 400,000 potential customers in 176 countries 
worldwide for as little as $195. Now is the time to 
take advantage of special promotional rates for Commercial News USA, the official 
export promotion magazine of the U.S. Department of Commerce that promotes U.S. 
products and services. The magazine is currently offering a 75 percent discount for 
advertising to companies located in federally designated disaster areas damaged by 
flooding in the Midwest last year. To find out if your company is eligible for the 
Commercial News USA magazine discount, visit ThinkGlobal and enter your zip 
code. Act now, this program is limited to just 50 discounts. Read more... 
 

Missouri (AIM)

Missouri Enterprise 
Business Assistance 

Center

Missouri General 
Assembly

Missouri Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry

  

 

Questions or Comments? 
Please contact: 

 
Jane Holtsman 
(573) 522-1593 

 
or email: 

missourifocus@ded.mo.gov

 

Missouri Department of Economic Development, Business & Community Services 
P.O. Box 118, Jefferson City, MO 65102 

Phone: (573) 751-4962 FAX: (573) 751-7384 
www.missouridevelopment.org
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