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MISSOURI COMMUNITY NEWS 

Application Deadline Extended for EDA/CDBG Projects 
The Missouri Department of Economic Development 
(DED) has extended the deadline for proposals from 
Missouri cities and counties for economic development 
public infrastructure projects through the Community 

Development Block Grant (CDBG) program. The DED proposal should reflect a 
detailed budget, including sources and uses. Applications are due in DED offices by 
5 p.m., June 15. Read more...  
 
Independence Announces the “Birth of Entrepreneurship” 
Community leaders in Independence have officially 
announced plans for the Independence Regional 
Entrepreneurship Center, to be housed in the former 
Independence Regional Health Center. As many in the community 
remembered events that took place in the medical facility, Tom 
Lesnak, president of the Independence Council for Economic 
Development, made the formal announcement of the partnership, 
which includes the city of Independence, the Independence 
School District, CEAH Realtors and the Independence Council for Economic 
Development. Read more... 
 
Mexico Moves Closer to its DREAM   

The city of Mexico held a series of meetings last week to set 
design guidelines for the downtown area, which is being 
revitalized through the Downtown Revitalization and Economic 
Assistance for Missouri (DREAM) Initiative. Russell 
Runge, assistant city manager/economic development director, 

said, “In a project like this, it’s necessary and important that all players involved can 
participate and offer their input, to keep the momentum moving forward.” Read 
more... 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS

May 1 - 31, 2009 
Outstanding Missouri 
Women Traveling History 
Exhibit 
Brookfield YMCA 
 
May 12, 2009 
Wind Industry Supply 
Chain Workshop 
Kansas City 
 
May 18, 2009 
Missouri Film 
Commission Meeting 
 
May 19, 2009 
Missouri Women's 
Council Board Meeting 
Truman Building  
Room 680  
10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
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Chillicothe Completes Building and Streetscape Guidelines for DREAM 
Initiative 
The city of Chillicothe held an open forum last week to discuss 
building and streetscape design guidelines that have been 
completed for revitalization of the downtown area. The guidelines 
are part of the DREAM Initiative process and are used by the city 
to determine appropriate public infrastructure and private 
development within a prescribed area to assure common visual 
attributes. Read more...  
 
Newburg Revitalization Group Plans Community Projects 

The Newburg Community Revitalization Program Group is 
heading up projects in the small community to attract the 
interest of children. Projects in the works include a track for 
the school district, a BMX park, a park dedicated to the Trail of 
Tears, a ball park and renovation of the Houston House 
Children Museum. Read more...  

 

FOCUS ON MISSOURI 

Registration, Agenda Now Available for Governor's Conference on Economic 
Development 

Registration is now open for the Governor's Conference 
on Economic Development, to be held September 9-11, 
at the newly renovated Hyatt Regency St. Louis 

Riverfront Hotel in downtown St. Louis. Registrations postmarked by August 7 will 
receive the earlybird rate. There is online registration available, or a printable form 
to be sent to Traci Albertson. For the full conference agenda and other information, 
visit the Governor's Conference web page. 
 
University of Missouri Unveils Life Sciences Incubator  
The University of Missouri unveiled its Life Science 
Business Incubator this week in Columbia. The $9 million 
building is nearly 33,000 square feet and has room for 14 
companies that require lab space, and an additional 30 
work spaces for individual entrepreneurs. The new 
incubator already has five tenants. Read more... 
 
Missouri Film Commission to Meet   

The Missouri Film Commission will meet on Monday, 
May 18, beginning at 10 a.m. at the Governor Office 
Building, Room 460, 200 Madison Street, in Jefferson 
City. Portions of the meeting may be closed pursuant to 
Section 610.021 RSMo. If you would like a copy of the 

agenda, please contact Marcy Mealy at (573) 526-3606. Read more... 
 

May 19, 2009 
Friends of the Missouri 
Women’s Council Board 
Meeting 
Truman Building 
Room 680 
3:30 p.m. 
 
May 20, 2009 
NAP Workshop 
 
June 1 - 2, 2009 
Midwest Energy and 
Climate Policy Conference 
 
June 2 - 5, 2009 
C2ER 49th Annual 
Conference - "Energizing 
Entrepreneurship: 
Monitoring Progress, 
Making Change" 
 
June 3 - 5, 2009 
MEDC Spring Conference: 
"Opportunities in Tough 
Times" 
 
June 23 - 25, 2009 
2009 Joint CBRN 
Conference and Exhibition 
(Chemical, Biological, 
Radiological, and Nuclear) 
 
June 30, 2009  
Missouri Women’s 
Council Award of 
Distinction -  deadline for 
nominees 
 
July 9, 2009 
Innovation Conference: 
"Innovation in Turbulent 
Times" 
 
July 16, 2009 
NAP Workshop 
 
July 26 - 29, 2009 
Summers @ Mizzou 
"Build-a-Business" Camp 
 



2009 Environmental Conference at the Lake 
The Missouri Chamber of Commerce and Industry will host the 
2009 Environmental Conference at the Lake, July 30-31, at Tan-
Tar-A Resort, Lake Ozark. This is Missouri's premier 
environmental conference, attended by more than 350 
professionals, regulators and business people in the field. The 
conference will provide you with all the tools you need to stay 
ahead of the environmental compliance game. Read more... 
 

Missouri Electricity Rates Among Lowest in U.S.   
Recently released data from the U.S. Energy Information Administration 
shows that Missouri’s electricity rates for 2008 were among the lowest 
across all customer sectors. The state ranked 3rd for commercial rates, 
7th for residential, and 8th for industrial rates. Missouri’s low rates are a 
benefit to both residents and businesses in the state. Read more... 
 

Retail Trade Analysis: South Central Workforce Investment Area 
Retail trade is one of the key indicators of regional economic 
health, and pull factors measure the retail sales captured by 
counties. The retail strength of a county is a function of the 
customer base served, the buying power of the customer base, 
and overall quality of the retail environment. The South Central 
WIA Retail Trade report shows Butler County had the highest 
pull factor in the region. Read more... 
 

Columbia is Home to 
Missouri's First Certified 
Site 
Columbia's Regional 
Economic Development, 
Inc., the city of Columbia 
and the Missouri 
Department of Economic 
Development announced 
this week that the Ewing 
Industrial Park in northeast 
Columbia is the state's first 
Missouri Certified Site. The 
purpose of the Missouri 
Certified Sites program is 
to provide consistent 
standards regarding the 
availability and 
development potential of 

Next-Generation Jobs 
Team Tops 1,000 
Businesses  
By the second work day 
after the official start of 
Governor Nixon’s Next-
Generation Jobs Team 
summer youth 
employment program, over 
1,000 Missouri businesses 
had already registered for 
an opportunity to hire 
young job seekers. The 
May 4th automated 
progress report, which is 
reviewed by Division of 
Workforce Development 
managers, showed that 
1,024 businesses had 

St. Louis Company First 
to Receive Funds from 
Ameren’s Green Program 
St. Louis Metallizing Co. is 
the first to receive funds 
from AmerenUE’s 
“Business Energy 
Efficiency Program.” The 
company, a wholly owned 
subsidiary of St. Louis-
based Nooter Corp., was 
awarded $2,170 to help 
offset the cost of new 
energy-efficient 
lighting. Read more... 
 

July 30 - 31, 2009 
Environmental 
Conference at the Lake 
 
September 9 - 11, 2009 
Governor's Conference on 
Economic Development 
 

PAST ISSUES

Missouri Focus 
April 24, 2009 
 
Missouri Focus 
April 17, 2009 
 
Missouri Focus 
April 10, 2009 
 
Missouri Focus 
April 3, 2009 
 

DED PRESS RELEASES

QUICK LINKS

Dept. of Economic 
Development (DED)

State of Missouri

Missouri Business Portal

Missouri Women's Council

Missouri Women Owned 
Business Network

Missouri LocationOne

MissouriCareerSource.
com

Missouri Workforce 
Investment Board

MERIC
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commercial or industrial 
development sites. 
Read more... 
 
DED Announces $10.6M 
Available to Address 
Foreclosed Housing 
under Neighborhood 
Stabilization Program 
In a continued effort to 
spur the state’s economy, 
the Missouri Department of 
Economic Development 
(DED) is issuing a call for 
proposals for 
Neighborhood Stabilization 
Program (NSP) “Category 
3” projects in accordance 
with the state’s 
Neighborhood Stabilization 
Program Substantial 
Amendment. The 
department has made 
$10,666,047 available for 
distribution under this 
category. Read more... 
 
Missouri Community 
Service Commission 
Honors Volunteers and 
National Service 
Members 
Several volunteers were 
recently honored by the 
Missouri Community 
Service Commission 
(MCSC) at its annual 
awards banquet. Former 
Corporation for National 
and Community Service 
CEO David Eisner said, 
“Volunteering is not just 
nice, but it is necessary!" 
The MCSC and staff work 
together to encourage all 
Missourians to give of 
themselves to make 
Missouri a better place to 
live for all of its 
residents. Read more... 
 

completed the Next-
Generation Jobs Team on-
line registration, seeking 
to fill 4,244 jobs at their 
respective work sites. The 
Next-Generation Jobs 
Team, which runs from 
May 1-September 30, 
2009, provides Missouri 
businesses an opportunity 
to develop their future 
workforce by employing 
talented, motivated young 
workers ages 16-24 with 
paid summer jobs and 
internships. Under the 
program, the wages of the 
employees are paid using 
federal Recovery Act 
funds, and local 
professional career 
counselors provide 
ongoing guidance and 
support. 
 
Springfield Area 
Workforce Leader Calls 
for More High-Skill Jobs 
The recent addition of 
some 250 retail jobs in the 
Springfield area is good 
news for the region, which 
has counties with 
unemployment rates as 
high as 15 percent. The 
retail industry brings about 
$6 billion to this market, 
which provides ample 
employment options for 
customers of the 
Springfield Career Center. 
Staff there are still 
responding to 600-800 
visits a day. Bill Dowling, 
director of the Ozark 
region Workforce 
Investment Board, calls 
the new influx of jobs 
promising, but cautions 
that the region needs to 
work to diversify its 
economy to include the 
high-skill, high-wage 
careers that come with 

Midwest Research 
Institute’s Energy Lab 
Receives $100M Federal 
Funds 
Midwest Research 
Institute’s National 
Renewable Energy 
Laboratory, located in 
Golden, Colo., has 
received $100 million in 
federal funds as part of the 
stimulus plan to help revive 
the economy. The high-
tech energy lab specializes 
in technology to produce 
energy from the wind, the 
sun and plants. Read 
more... 
 
Arch Coal Donates $1.5M 
to Clean Coal Research 
St. Louis-based Arch Coal 
Inc. has given $1.5 million 
to the University of 
Wyoming’s School of 
Energy Resources Clean 
Coal Technology Center. 
Arch Coal, Peabody 
Energy and Ameren Corp., 
have also pledged a total 
of $12 million over five 
years to fund clean coal 
research at Washington 
University in St. Louis. 
Read more... 
 
Boeing Wins Special Ops 
Command Contract 
Worth $250M 
Boeing Co. has been 
awarded a contract worth 
up to $250 million from the 
U.S. Special Operations 
Command for a remotely 
piloted reconnaissance 
aircraft system. The work 
for the “Mid Endurance 
Unmanned Aircraft 
System” will be performed 
in St. Louis and overseas 
through 2014. Read more... 
 

Division of Tourism

Missouri Development 
Finance Board

Missouri Community 
Betterment 

Missouri Community 
Service Commission 

(MCSC)

Missouri Main Street 
Connection

Missouri Arts Council

Economic Development at 
Mizzou

University of Missouri 
Extension

Missouri Procurement and 
Technical Assistance 

Centers (MO PTAC)

Missouri Business 
Development Program 

Missouri Small Business 
& Technology 

Development Centers 
(SBTDC) 

Schedule of training 
seminars at MSU... 

 
Missouri Economic 

Development Council 
(MEDC)

International Economic 
Development Counci 

(IEDC)

Associated Industries of 
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industries like 
manufacturing. Read 
more... 
 

DED Leads Japan Trade Mission in October 
The Missouri Department of Economic Development (DED) will be 
leading a Japan Trade Mission delegation to participate in BioJapan 
2009 World Business Forum in Yokohama, October 6-9, 2009. The 
purpose of this mission is to showcase Missouri companies while 
promoting Missouri as a premier destination for the life sciences and 
biotech industries. Missouri will exhibit at the USA Pavilion and DED 
is focused on recruiting Missouri companies and organizations 
involved in the following markets: pharmaceutical, medical & biotech 

equipment, medical devices, biotechnology, contract research, research facilities and 
accelerator/incubators & research parks. Read more... 
 
Anheuser-Busch InBev Completes Sale of Minority Stake in Tsingtao Brewery   
Anheuser-Busch InBev announced last week that it has 
completed the previously announced sale of its 19.9% 
minority stake in Tsingtao Brewery Co., Ltd. to Asahi 
Breweries, Ltd. Asahi acquired the shares from Anheuser-Busch InBev for $667 
million. Read more... 
 
Fuel Costs, New Infrastructure Reshaping U.S. Industrial Supply Chain 

Inland Ports in the U.S., Canada and Mexico Likely Stand to 
Benefit from $6 Billion Panama Canal Expansion and 
Corporate Efforts to Trim Distribution Costs  
According to “New Age of Trade,” a study by Cushman & 
Wakefield, distribution hubs like Memphis, Kansas City, 
Columbus, Ohio and San Antonio should be able to capitalize 
on increasing transportation costs that are prompting many U.
S. companies to seek out shorter routes to market for their 

goods. Read more... 
 
Alcatel-Lucent Signs China Telecom Deals 
Alcatel-Lucent has received a combined $1.7 billion in 
orders from China Mobile and China Telecom to help 
mobile operators upgrade their networks. The orders are 
part of the $41 billion expected to be invested by 
Chinese operators by the end of 2010 to implement third-generation (3G) wireless 
services. The orders, made through Alcatel-Lucent''s Chinese firm Alcatel-Lucent 
Shanghai Bell, will help the company provide network upgrades, integration and 
maintenance services this year. Read more... 
 

Missouri (AIM)

Missouri Enterprise 
Business Assistance 

Center

Missouri General 
Assembly

Missouri Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry

  

 

Questions or Comments? 
Please contact: 

 
Jane Holtsman 
(573) 522-1593 

 
or email: 

missourifocus@ded.mo.gov

 

Missouri Department of Economic Development, Business & Community Services 
P.O. Box 118, Jefferson City, MO 65102 

Phone: (573) 751-4962 FAX: (573) 751-7384 
www.missouridevelopment.org
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